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LAKE JACKSON MULTI-USE PATH PROJECT 

Limits: Existing Path termination Pt on Lake Dr to Sr 85 
(Approximately 1 mile) 

 

 

PROJECT BEGIN 

PROJECT END 
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FDOT TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES (TA) APPLICATION 

PART 11-SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 

PROJECT NAME: LAKE JACKSON MULTI-USE PATH PHASE 2 DESIGN 

APPLICANT:  WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

SURVEY: 

The County currently has prescriptive maintenance rights to Lake Drive and Lake Rd. We do not have 

formal right-of-way documentation at this time; however, a survey of the prescriptive right-of-way will be 

provided as part of the design phase. Included are some images of some maps that were obtained from the 

property appraiser. 
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PART 8

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Comprehensive Plan Excerpt

b. ECRC Rural Plan Excerpt

c. County LRTP/Mobility Plan Excerpt
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2

Transportation 
Alternatives 
Program

Project Scoring Criteria

2023
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1 

Project Scoring Criteria Background 

The Emerald Coast Regional Council (ECRC) Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 

Project Scoring Criteria has been written to assist the ECRC and Regional Rural 

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) with the review and ranking of the submitted 

TAP applications within the RRTP rural areas. The purpose of the ECRC TAP Project 

Scoring Criteria is to convey the ECRC RRTP evaluation criteria in a quantified and 

logically organized fashion. The Project Scoring Criteria have been designed to be used 

in conjunction with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) TAP Application. 

This allows potential applicants and project sponsors to score and evaluate their 

projects internally before the final submission. 

The Project Scoring Criteria addresses the state regulations and local considerations 

and generally supports the transportation goals of the ECRC RRTP and TAC. The Project 

Scoring Criteria developed specific, quantifiable criteria that addresses each of the larger 

evaluation criterion. These criteria were selected and developed with a focus on the 

details while maintaining an understanding of the embedded Transportation 

Alternatives Program. 
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2 

Project Scoring Criteria Requirements 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Project Scoring Criteria must be 

completed and submitted with the FDOT TAP Application to the ECRC for project review 

and ranking. 

General Guidelines for Supplemental Data 

The Project Scoring Criteria is structured to enable the TAP application process with 

ECRC and RRTP TAC to be intuitive and easily interpreted for the applicant, the ECRC 

staff, ECRC Board and RRTP TAC. The Scoring Criteria is written with a focus to logically 

quantify physical attributes of the project, safety, connectivity, location efficiency, 

proximity to recreational, design quality, and environmental/archeological/historic 

preservation issues. 

Supplemental data is requested and noted for certain criteria. Please note the following 

guidelines for supplemental data: 

Supplemental data that includes mapping, document references, and quantitative data 

must be included as an attachment/addendum to the Project Scoring Criteria. 

State Traffic Counts, Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) data must include the 

Florida Department of Transportation or Alabama Department  

Local Traffic Counts must include a brief summary of the methodology; this 

includes the machine type, axle detection, vehicle classifications, the dates and 

the times that the traffic was counted. A traffic count of 48 hours is the minimum 

that will be accepted. 

References to planning documents must include the document title, year of 

adoption/publication and the section-chapter-page location of the referenced 

project. Where applicable, web site links to the referenced documents are 

encouraged. 

When asked to provide a brief description of a claimed criterion, please limit the 

description to one short paragraph. 

If a claimed criterion is mapped, please note that it is mapped in the Criterion 

Category. 
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3 

Eligible Projects for the Transportation Alternatives Program: 

TAP funds are available for specific project types. These project types are determined by 

the Federal Highway Administration, and generally include planning, design, or 

construction of projects previously eligible under the Safe Routes to School and 

Transportation Enhancements programs. 

Specific eligible project types include, but are not limited to: 

 Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles; 
 Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists; 
 Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites; 
 Scenic or historic highway programs; 
 Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or 

facilities; 
 Preservation of abandoned railway corridors; 
 Archaeological planning and research; and 
 Environmental mitigation. 

For a complete and detailed list of eligible project types, please reference FHWA’s on-line 

guidance: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/transportationalternativesfs.cfm

Who May Apply? 

Eligible project sponsors are determined by the FHWA and should be Local Agency Program 

(LAP) certified: 

 Local governments; 
 Regional transportation authorities; 
 Transit agencies; 
 Natural resource or public land agencies; 
 School districts, local education agencies, or schools; 
 Tribal governments; and 

 Any other local or regional governmental entity with responsibility for 

oversight of transportation or recreational trails (other than a 

metropolitan planning organization or State agency). 
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4 

Project Sponsor Agency: Walton County Board of County Commissioners

Project Sponsor Contact Name: Anna Hudson, P.E.

Contact Title: Long Range Infrastructure Program Engineer

Contact Email: anna.hudson@mywaltonfl.gov Contact Phone: 850-892-8108

Project Title: Lake Jackson Multi-Use Path Phase 2 - Design

Starting Location: Southeastern Limit: Lake Drive, approximately 0.5 miles from the intersection with Lake Rd 

Ending Location: Northwestern Limit: Lake Rd Intersection with SR 85

Project Length: Approx. 1.0 miles          Total Project Cost: $333,244 (Design Funding Request)
Brief Project Description: The proposed project request is for the design funds of a eight (8) ft asphalt multi-use path located along Lake Dr and 

Lake Rd to State Road 85, approximately one total mile in length. The project will commence on Lake Drive at the termination point of the existing multi-use fa-

cility, continue to the intersection of Lake Dr and Lake Rd and then continue along Lake Rd to terminate at the State Road 85 intersection. The pedestrian facility 

will provide a connection to a County boat ramp along Lake Dr. The proposed multi-use path extension will tie-in to existing pedestrian facilities in Walton 

County that ultimately extend across the Alabama line to Florala, where the existing pedestrian facility connects an RV park, City park, a civic center and various 

residential subdivisions.

Criteria Source Data* Criteria Rating Scale Score
5-Year Crash Rate

Signal Four Analytics

0 0.5 1 

How many bike/ped crashes have occurred along or at the
project location within the past 5 years?

Zero 
One to
Three 

More than
Three 

Fatalities 0 0.5 1 

How many bike/ped crash fatalities have occurred along or 

at the project location within the past 5 years?
Zero One 

More than 

One 

Connectivity 
ECRC Regional Multi- 

Use Trail Network;
0 - 1 

Does the project connect to an existing bike/ped or trail 

facility?

FL Greenways & 

Trails System
No - Yes 

Proximity to Parks, Recreational Facilities, Schools, 

and Emergency Services 

FGDL Parks & 

Recreational  

Facilities, School  

Facilities, Emergency

Facilities

0 0.5 1 

How close is the project to a park, recreation facility, school,

or Emergency Services (Fire, Police, EMS/Ambulance 

Services, Hospitals)?

>2 miles >1-2 miles 0-1 mile 

Rural Areas of Opportunity FDEO Rural Areas of

Opportunity

0 - 1 

Is the project within a Rural Area of Opportunity? No - Yes

Rural Plan
ECRC Rural Plan

0 - 1 

Is the project included in the ECRC Rural Plan? No - Yes

Local Transportation Plan
Local Government 

Transportation Plan 

0 - 1 

Is the project included in a Local Government Transportation
Plan?

No - Yes 

Total Score:

Tie Breaker
Project Cost
In the event of a tied score, lower cost projects will take priority.

*The source data as listed was used in the Regional Rural Transportation Plan, but local governments may use their own data if 

applicable.

ECRC Rural Area TA (Transportation Alternatives) Ranking 
Criteria

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

5

$333,244
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5 

Information Only – The following answers are for the ECRC RRTP project review and will not be 
scored 

Total project cost: 

Does the submitted 
budget include 
contributions from the 
sponsor and involved 
municipalities? Define 
the amount of local 
contributions, which 
may include in-kind 
services or ROW 
donation. 

Total length of the 
project (miles) ? 

How many intersections 
are located within the 
project boundaries? 

Does the project address 
a unique safety issue not 
detailed in the Safety 
Criteria? 

Project Readiness – 
Project Phase as 
submitted: 

Conceptual Only 
Preliminary Plans 

Complete 
Final Plans Complete 

(shovel ready) 

$333,244 (Design Funding Request)

No local contributions included.

Approximately 1 mile in length.

Project limits include two (2) intersections: Lake Dr/Lake Rd &
Lake Rd/SR 85.

General safety enhancements due to proving a dedicated
pedestrian/cyclist facility along the roadway.
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PART 3

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Scope of Work

b. Cost Reimbursement Agreement

c. Project Certification
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FDOT TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES (TA) APPLICATION 

PART 3-SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 

PROJECT NAME: LAKE JACKSONMULTI-USE PATH PHASE 2_DESIGN 

APPLICANT:  WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

SCOPE OF WORK 

Purpose and Need: 

This project will continue the next phase (design) for the extension of a multi-use path located along Lake 

Drive in Walton, County Florida with the goal being to provide pedestrian facilities around Lake Jackson.  

The Town of Florala already has constructed pedestrian facilities along the majority of Lake Jackson on 

the Alabama side.  Additionally, Walton County has a park facility (Ghentsville Park) that is located 

approximately 0.6 miles from the Lake Jackson Multi-Use path with future phasing plans to include a 

pedestrian connection from that park to Lake Drive through County owned property.  

Description of Existing Conditions: 

Currently, there is an 8 ft multi-use path that commences across the Alabama line in Florala City limits 

and traverses around Lake Jackson into Walton County.  The path currently terminates approximately 0.5 

miles east of Lake Drive and Lake Rd intersection.   There is an existing County boat ramp located along 

Lake Rd that this multi-use path would connect to other park facilities (Florala), an RV park and various 

residential neighborhoods.  

Description of Proposed Project:  

The proposed project includes the design of an 8 ft asphalt multi-use path along Lake Jackson in north 

Walton County.  The proposed project would extend the existing multi-use path that terminates along Lake 

Drive west to the intersection of Lake Rd. then extend north along Lake Rd to the intersection with SR 85.  

The project length is approximately one mile.   

INTENT TO ENTER INTO A COST REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT 

The Applicant, Walton County, intends to enter into a cost reimbursement agreement for delivering this 

project.  This is consistent with other grant funding source agreements in which the County has historically 

entered into with the Florida Department of Transportation.  
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PART 6

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Census Data
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PART 7 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION  

 

 

a. Resolution  

b. Agenda Item Report and Letter 

c. Previous Regularly Scheduled Meetings Agenda & 

Minutes 

 

d. Letters of Support 
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Walton County 
 Board of County Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 

25-1555 

 
Meeting: Board of County Commissioners - Dec 09 2025 
Department: Engineering 
Submitted by: Candy Posey 
Staff Contact: Anna Hudson, Staff Engineer 
 
Approved as to Legal Form:  Yes Reviewed by Finance:  N/A 
 
☒ Consent Agenda ☐ Regular Agenda  ☐ Public Hearing 
 
TITLE/REQUESTED ACTION: 
Request approval to apply for the Transportation Alternative Grant for the design/permitting of the 
Lake Jackson Multi-Use Path project and authorize the Chairman to sign a resolution of support and 
allow Anna Hudson, Long Range Infrastructure Program Engineer, the authority to apply for and 
administer the grant 
 
PURPOSE / SUMMARY EXPLANATION OR HISTORY: 
REQUEST: Staff recommends the submission of the Lake Jackson Multi-Use Path project for design 
funding as it will complete a missing link in an existing pedestrian facility that is located around Lake 
Jackson along both the Alabama and Florida boundaries.  Project length is approximately 1 mile and 
will commence on Lake Drive at the termination of the existing multi-use path and ends at the State 
Road 85 intersection, just west of the County’s existing boat landing facility. This project is located 
within the RRTP boundaries. 
  
The Lake Jackson Multi-Use Path project will provide pedestrian facilities from the termination of the 
existing multi-use path located along Lake Drive to State Road 85, approximately one mile in length. 
The pedestrian facility will provide a connection to a County boat ramp along Lake Jackson. This 
request is for the design and permitting of the multi-use path project. 
  
The Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside program provides funding for programs and projects 
defined as: On-and-off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-
driver access to public transportation, community improvement activities, environmental mitigation 
and projects for planning, designating or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the 
right-of-way of formerly divided highways. 
  
Currently, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is accepting applications for projects 
located within the Okaloosa-Walton Transportation Planning Organization (O-W TPO) boundaries 
and the Emerald Coast Regional Council (ECRC) Regional Rural Transportation Plan (RRTP) 
boundaries.  
  
FDOT District 3 Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set Aside applications are due January 16 2026. 
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HISTORY: 
November 26,2024-(24-1607) BCC approved to apply for the Transportation Alternative Grant for the 
design/permitting of the Lake Jackson Multi-Use Path project and authorize the Chairman to sign a 
Resolution of Support and a signature delegation letter authorizing Anna Hudson, Long Range 
Infrastructure Program Engineer, the authority to apply for and administer the grant 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
TA RESOLUTION-Lake Jackson 
LAKE JACKSON MULTIUSE PATH LOCATION MAP 
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PART 8

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Comprehensive Plan Excerpt

b. ECRC Rural Plan Excerpt

c. County LRTP/Mobility Plan Excerpt
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PART 9

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Location Map

b. Project Site Photos
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LAKE JACKSON MULTI-USE PATH PROJECT 

Limits: Existing Path termination Pt on Lake Dr to Sr 85 
(Approximately 1 mile) 

 

 

PROJECT BEGIN 

PROJECT END 
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PROJECT SITE PHOTOS

Lake Drive (looking west at existing path termination point))

Lake Drive (looking west; section with no pedestrian facilities)
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Lake Drive (looking west; section with no pedestrian facilities; potential boardwalk
segment)

Lake Drive and Lake Rd Intersection (looking west along Lake Drive)
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Lake Rd (looking north)

Lake Rd (looking north)
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County Boat Ramp (looking east on Lake Rd)

SR 85 & Lake Rd Intersection (looking east)
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PART 10

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Typical Section
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FDOT TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES (TA) APPLICATION 

PART 11-SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 

PROJECT NAME: LAKE JACKSON MULTI-USE PATH PHASE 2 DESIGN 

APPLICANT:  WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

SURVEY: 

The County currently has prescriptive maintenance rights to Lake Drive and Lake Rd. We do not have 

formal right-of-way documentation at this time; however, a survey of the prescriptive right-of-way will be 

provided as part of the design phase. Included are some images of some maps that were obtained from the 

property appraiser. 
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+-40' Right-Of-Way

+-45' Right-Of-Way

+-45' Right-Of-Way
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+-60' Right-Of-Way

+-50' Right-Of-Way

LAKE RD
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HWAY
 85 µ

APPROXIMATE RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTHS ALONG LAKE DRIVE
& LAKE ROAD MULI USE PATH EXTENSION PROJECT
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PART 12

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

a. Cost Estimate
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Contact Email: anna.hudson@mywaltonfl.gov

Project Length: 1.0 miles

Criteria Source Data* Score
5-Year Crash Rate 0 0.5 1
How many bike/ped crashes have occurred along or at the 
project location within the past 5 years?

Zero
One to 
Three

More than 
Three

Fatalities 0 0.5 1

How many bike/ped crash fatalities have occurred along or 
at the project location within the past 5 years?

Zero One
More than 

One

Connectivity
ECRC Regional Multi-

Use Trail Network; 
0 - 1

Does the project connect to an existing bike/ped or trail 
facility?

FL Greenways & Trails 
System

No - Yes

Proximity to Parks, Recreational Facilities, Schools, and 
Emergency Services

0 0.5 1

How close is the project to a park, recreation facility, school, 
or Emergency Services (Fire, Police, EMS/Ambulance Services, 
Hospitals)?

>2 miles >1-2 miles 0-1 mile

Rural Areas of Opportunity 0 - 1
Is the project within a Rural Area of Opportunity? No - Yes
Rural Plan 0 - 1
Is the project included in the ECRC Rural Plan? No - Yes
Local Transportation Plan 0 - 1
Is the project included in a Local Government Transportation 
Plan?

No - Yes

Total Score: 5

*The source data as listed was used in the Regional Rural Transportation Plan, but local governments may use their own 
data if applicable.

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

ECRC Rural Plan

FDEO Rural Areas of 
Opportunity

Local Government 
Transportation Plan

FGDL Parks & 
Recreational 

Facilities, School 
Facilities, Emergency 

Facilities

Signal Four Analytics

Criteria Rating Scale

ECRC Rural Area TA (Transportation Alternatives) Ranking Criteria

Tie Breaker
Project Cost
In the event of a tied score, lower cost projects will take priority.

Project Sponsor Agency: Walton County

Project Sponsor Contact Name: Anna Hudson, P.E.

Contact Title: Long Range Infrastructure Program Engineer

Contact Phone: 850-892-8108

Project Title: Lake Jackson Multi-Use Path Phase 2 - Design

Starting Location: Southeastern Limit: Lake Drive, Approximately 0.5 miles from the intersection with Lake Rd

Ending Location: Northwestern Limit: Lake Rd Intersection with SR 85

Total Project Cost: $333,244 (Design Funding Request)

Brief Project Description: The proposed project request is for the design funds of an eight (8) ft asphalt multi-use path 
located along Lake Dr and Lake Rd to State Road 85, approximately one total mile in length. The project will commence 
on Lake Drive at the termination point of the existing multi-use facility, continue to the intersection of Lake Dr and Lake 
Rd and then continue along Lake Rd to terminate at the State Road 85 intersection. The pedestrian facility will provide a 
connection to a County boat ramp along Lake Dr. The proposed multi-use path extension will tie-in to existing pedestrian 
facilities in Walton County that ultimately extend across the Alabama line to Florala, where the existing pedestrian facility 
connects an RV park, City park, a civic center and various residential subdivisions.

https://signal4analytics.com/
https://signal4analytics.com/
https://signal4analytics.com/
https://www.ecrc.org/programs/transportation_planning/emerald_coast_regional_pedestrian_and_bicycle_working_group.php
https://www.ecrc.org/programs/transportation_planning/emerald_coast_regional_pedestrian_and_bicycle_working_group.php
https://wfrpc.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=599c121c60684f57bfadb4b72247d217
https://wfrpc.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=599c121c60684f57bfadb4b72247d217
https://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp
https://floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/rural-community-programs/rural-areas-of-opportunity
http://www.ecrc.org/RRTP
http://www.ecrc.org/RRTP
https://floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/rural-community-programs/rural-areas-of-opportunity
https://floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/rural-community-programs/rural-areas-of-opportunity
https://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp
https://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp
https://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp
https://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp
https://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp
https://signal4analytics.com/
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